
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Date: 26 August 2021 
To: Schools Registered for NSWTA Gala Days  
From: Dean Russell, General Manager 
Subject: COVID-19 Term 3 NSWTA Primary School 

Event Update 
 
NSW Touch have made the difficult but responsible decision to cancel a number of our planned school 
evetns in September. 
 
As the COVID-19 situation deteriorated across the last weekend, with case numbers once again increasing 
and the Sydney lockdown extended until at least 30 September, it became very clear that the safe and 
logical decision was to abandon the events. Even if the COVID-19 outlook improved in some regional areas, 
the fact is the events listed below require substantial travel within the state and this is something that 
NSW Touch wishes to avoid in order to ensure the safety of our community. We have taken into 
consideration the current restrictions placed on the NSW School system reverting to learn from home until 
announced otherwise.  
 
We understand that schools all over NSW have had varying levels of restrictions placed on them for the 
foreseeable future. The most current list of those restrictions can be found on the department of 
education website. The stay-at-home order also has impacted upon all bar one NSWTA staff member. With 
this in mind we provide the following advice. 
 
Primary School Gala Days 
PSGD’s due to be held at the following locations with support from local affiliates, face similar restrictions 
and delivery personnel challenges, therefore the following events have been indefinitely suspended; 
 

• Parkes, Cheney Park (Parkes TA) – Wednesday, 1st September 2021  
• Griffith, Ted Scobie Oval (Griffith TA) – Tuesday, 7th September 2021  
• Maitland, Maitland Park (Maitland TA) – Thursday, 9th September 2021 
• Albion Park, Albion Park Oval (Albion Park TA) – Wednesday,15th September 2021 
• Grafton, Rushforth Park, Grafton – Wednesday 1st September  
• Scone, Bill Rose Sporting Complex (Scone TA) – Tuesday, 7th September 2021  
• Macksville, Macksville Park (Macksville TA) – Tuesday, 7th September 2021 
• Temora, Bob Aldridge Park (South West Combined) – Wednesday, 8th September 2021  
• Muswellbrook, Olympic Park (Muswellbrook TA) – Wednesday, 8th September 2021 
• Coffs Harbour, Sawtell and Toormina Sports and Recreation Club, Toormina – Wednesday 

8th September 
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• Port Macquarie, Tuffins Lane (Port Macquarie TA) – Thursday, 9th September 2021 
• Mudgee, Glen Willow Sports Complex (Mudgee TA) – Tuesday, 14th September 2021 

 
This decision was taken in consultation with schools registered to attend the listed events, adherence to 
the current restrictions placed on schools in NSW and the impact this has placed on participation numbers 
and referee involvement. It is also in line with the PHO, that places NSWTA staff under stay-at-home orders 
for the foreseeable future.  
 
The remaining Primary School Gala Days at this stage remain as scheduled, NSWTA will continue to 
monitor the current situation and take advise from AHPPC, NSW Health and the Department of Education 
as this evolving situation plays out over the coming weeks and advise all registered schools for these events 
in due course. 
 
We acknowledge the fluidity and changing nature of the current situation, and as such, any decision we 
make, or advice we provide MAY need to change subject to further information. While we want to provide 
certainty, we also need to be ready to adapt to changes to the current climate and/or available 
information.  
 
We are again disappointed to deliver this news. However, the NSWTA is operating in the best interest of 
schools, their students, our members and the wider community.  
 
Our decisions will have our members, our participants, our officials and our staffs' health and safety as the 
primary consideration. 
 
We thank you for your support and trust that when we can resume sport in the education settings, our 
Game Development Team will reach out and engage with you. 

 

  

Dean Russell 
General Manager 


